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ST MICHAEL’S C of E PRIMARY 

SCHOOL                  

NEWSLETTER  

HEAD’S VIEW 
 

Wishing you all a warm welcome for this new school year! I hope you have all had a relaxing and 

fun-filled break with lots of memories, and including some with sunshine! 

Learning and the year ahead 

We’ve had a great first week back, the children have all come in looking very smart, ready to learn 

and proud to be a part of St Michael’s! The teachers worked very hard at the end of last term to plan 

an engaging and exciting curriculum for the year ahead. They have created vibrant and stimulating 

classrooms and will be ensuring children have fun and challenging learning opportunities both inside 

and outside their classrooms. You will hear more about what’s planned for this term in a week or so 

when class Curriculum Overviews and letters will come home. 

What is Growth Mindset? 

Our focus this week has been on the skills we need to become successful learners, and the mindset 

we all need to face the challenges we’ll be set in the year ahead. The children have looked at how 

the brain works and found out about the work on Growth Mindset by Carol Dweck. Please chat to 

your children at home and ask if than can explain what a Growth Mindset is and why it’s important to 

us as learners! 

Rewards and Certificates 

We are making a few changes to our award certificates this year which I wanted to share with you. 

We are keeping the weekly Star Award for a pupil in each class who has stood out, but changing our 

Values Award to the Shining Example Award. This will be awarded when appropriate and may not 

be every week! We will continue with the Head Teacher’s Award. 

Being proud to be part of St Michael’s 

I want to remind parents, as we have done with the children, our expectations of school uniform. We 

are keen to ensure the children are looking their best in their uniform and don’t want to see coloured 

socks, hoodies, nail varnish, jewellery (unless stud earrings) or wristbands. Children need to have their 

hair tied back if it’s on their shoulders, whether boys or girls. This is for safety and also to reduce the 

spread of the dreaded nit! PE kits need to be worn for all PE sessions and kept in school all week as 

sometimes these sessions can be changed. Any earrings need to be removed for PE activities or 

taped over if children are unable to take them in and out themselves. 

We are also keen that pupils do not bring toys into school, often these cause a distraction in class or 

create problems between children. We have plenty of toys and games in school and for the 

playground, so toys from home can be enjoyed at home. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

4th Sept   

 Start of term 1  

 

25th Sept  

 Harvest Festival at St Michael’s 

Church, times will be confirmed 

 

9th Oct 

 TD Day – No children in school  

 

11th Oct  

 School Photos  

 

17th Oct  

 Parent Evening  

 

18th Oct  

 Parent Evening  

 

 End of term 1, school finishes at 

3.10pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK! 

 

 

Class 1 

Star of the Week 

Dylan for choosing to investigate numbers in his free time! 

 

Class 2 

Star of the Week 

George for learning facts about the brain! 

You are a Shining Example! 

Rupert for your excellent learning attitude 

 

Class 3 

Star of the Week 

Henry for choosing to improve his work 

You are a Shining Example! 

Bowen for using a growth mindset to improve your skipping 

skills 

 

Class 4 

Star of the Week 

Charlie for his thoughtful contributions in class 

 

Headteacher’s Award 

Jayden (Class 2) for hard work with his writing 

Cameron (Class 3) for hard work with his handwriting  

 

 

 

 

Our next uniform ordering deadline will 

be Friday 15th September 2017. 

Parents should log onto www.stparent.co.uk 

and follow the straightforward screen    

instruction.  Please enter ‘Salisbury’ in the 

town box click the     ‘Find School’ box and 

then select Figheldean St Michael’s Primary 

School, this will take you to our school 

uniform order page. 

The next order deadline will be   Friday 15th 

September 2017 

  

Communication with teachers 

Our open door policy means that class teachers are available if parents need to speak with them; all 

staff will be out at 8.40am each morning for the 10 minutes before the bell. This is the best time to 

catch teachers, and make an appointment if you need longer than a few minutes to speak with 

them. When the bell goes we encourage parents to stay back from the class lines, so children can 

quickly make the transition into school mode and walk in. Please can you ensure that pupils are not 

on the playground before 8.40am as there will be no school staff to ensure their safety.  Also for 

safety reasons, you will be aware I am sure that the school is a no smoking site and dogs are not 

allowed in the playground either. Thank you all in advance for your support with these requests. 

Breakfast and After School Club 

Just to remind you all that we offer a Breakfast Club from 8am each morning at St Michael’s and an 

After School Club. Both these clubs provide children with a wide range of fun activities both inside 

and outside, as well as providing a healthy breakfast/after school snack. If you would like more 

information, please see Mrs Heavens in the school office. 

New Head at Avon Valley College 

Sam Johnson will be visiting our school on Wednesday 13th September to talk with pupils in Class 4. 

We are inviting any of Class 4 parents to join us for this talk and meet the new Principal, which will 

take place between 2.45-3.10pm in the Class 4’s classroom.    Ms Nicky Phillips 

 

http://www.stparent.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Will your child be 4 years old 

before September 2018? Or do 

you know a child who will be? 

Are you considering sending your 

child to   St Michael’s Primary 

School? 

If the answer is yes, then why not make an 

appointment to visit the school for a tour and meet 

our Principal Ms Nicky Phillips 

Please telephone the school office on 01980 670268. 

You must apply for a primary school place by 15th January 2018 

Will your child be transferring to 

secondary school in September 

2018? 

You must apply for a secondary school place by 31st 

October 2017.  Apply online at www.wiltshire.gov.uk 

alternatively   application forms are available from 

the school office. 

Forms must be returned to the school admissions 

team at County Hall, Trowbridge 

 

 

DATA CHECKING EXERCISE 

Please find enclosed with this newsletter a Data Collection Form, this form shows all the details 

we hold on for your child.   

Please check this form carefully and amend this form clearly where necessary. We also need 

you to check that we have your correct email address, as this is how all future 

communication will be sent to you. 

Please ensure you include any details such as allergies (e.g. to plasters or nuts) or if your child 

suffers from asthma, these details should be added to the bottom of this form.  We would also 

be grateful if you could include details of at least three contacts in case of emergencies.   

Please ensure that this form is returned to the school office by Friday 8th September 2017.  This 

information is required for the   Department for Education Census this month.  We appreciate 

your cooperation in this matter. 

  

PTA News 
 

We are holding a PTA meeting in the school staff room at 9am on Wednesday 20 

September and would really love you to come along.  It’s a great opportunity to share ideas 

of how we can raise funds for the school to ensure our children have the best learning 

experience possible. Even if you can’t make the meeting, but are still keen to be involved, 

there’ll be a letter in your child’s book bag with a tear off slip to fill out and return with 

your contact details.  We also have a parent’s group on Facebook which is a 

communication tool giving information on upcoming PTA events and a chance to ask 

questions which can be found under ‘Figheldean St Michael’s School’.  So have a look and 

request to join!  Many thanks, in advance, for your support.       

Michelle Birch (on behalf of the PTA) 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Electronic Home to School Communication 

Some of you may have noticed that our electronic communication system ‘Home Contact’ was 

decommissioned on 11th August.  This has now been replaced with a system called ‘Call Parents’.  

We hope to have all of your email addresses migrated over by week beginning 11th September.  

We would therefore like to request that all parents check the Data Collection Sheet we are 

sending home with this newsletter to make sure that the email address we hold for you is accurate. 

All future correspondence will emailed to you through this channel, so if you think you might not 

be receiving any information home from us, please be sure to check your email in box. 

 

 

GENERAL SCHOOL REMINDERS 

Letter Deadlines  

Most of the letters that we send home during the course of the year usually require a parent       response.  

Could we please ask that all deadline dates included in letters are adhered to, this ensures that we do not 

have to use valuable time contacting parents for permissions etc.   

Sending Money into School  

Any trip money needs to be sent into school in a sealed envelope marked clearly with your child’s name and 

the activity to which it relates. 

Electronic Communication  

As this is the first Newsletter of this academic year we are sending all parents a hard copy.  Our preferred 

method of communicating letters and messages to parents is via email.  Home Contact was 

decommissioned during August, therefore, please bear with us while we set up an alternative solution. 

PE Kit in School  

Please remember that your child’s PE Kit should remain in school every day, unless they have been advised 

otherwise by their class teacher. 

Sickness and Absence Procedure  

Please telephone the school by 9.15am on the first day of absence to explain the reason and likely duration 

of absence. Without this communication, the absence is marked as unauthorised. School begins promptly 

at 8.55am with the register being taken. Children arriving after this time will be marked as late. All absence 

and lateness is monitored. Registers are regularly checked by the Educational Welfare Officer (EWO).  Please 

also be aware that if your child is suffering from diarrhoea and vomiting the exclusion period from school 

48hours.  This is the guidance from The Public Health Agency and to keep us in line with other settings. This will 

mean that your child must not return to school until 48 hours from the last episode of Diarrhoea and/or 

Vomiting.   

 

The Trussel Trust 

This year we will be supporting the The Trussell Trust for our Harvest Festival.  Please find attached a 

‘Shopping List’ if you wish to donate to this worthy cause.  Our Harvest Festival will take place at 

10.30am at St Michael’s Church, Figheldean  



 
 Absences and Late Procedure  

We would like to draw parent’s attention to their responsibilities regarding pupil’s attendance at school 

as set out in the schools Attendance Policy.     

 PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 Parents have a legal duty to ensure that children of compulsory school age attend on a regular 

and full time basis; 

 Parents should ensure that if their child is to be absent from school for any unavoidable reason, 

such as sickness, they should contact the school as soon as possible, preferably on the first 

morning of absence. This may be done by phone, email, letter or in person; 

 Parents may not authorise their child’s absence – only the school can do this on the basis of the 

explanation provided by the parents. (Should   parents fail to provide a satisfactory reason for 

their child’s absence, the school will record such absence as unauthorised) 

 Parents should ensure that their child arrives at school in time for the start of registration 8.55am.   

If a child arrives after 9.30am the parent needs to report to the school office or notify the school 

as in point (2) above 

 Parents are requested to provide evidence of medical appointments should it be necessary for 

them to be absent for the whole day 

 

  

  

  

 


